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Reclaim Your Lion’s Roots 

 
 

In January, I attended a training seminar in Morgantown, West Virginia designed 

to assist District Governors-Elect in setting and refining their goals for the 2014-

2015 Lion’s year. 

 

The following was said during the Membership Presentation, and I think that it 

should be repeated. 

 

“We know that hands-on service is an important part of member-

ship.  Clubs that only write checks always have 

trouble gaining new members.  For Lions Clubs to grow  

they need to be known to their communities.” 

 

Is there anyone who would disagree?  I think not, because it is a state-

ment to which we all subscribe.  In our gut, Lions know that the one thing that 

distinguishes our clubs from our Rotary friends is that we have a long history of 

volunteering our time and labor, not just our money.  Being a hands-on group is 

a part of the DNA of Lionism. 

 

Please take a look at what you and your club is doing (or not doing). 

 

Are you busy in your community?   

 

Are you a hands-on group? 

 

If you are not, why not? 

 

Have this discussion with your club.  It is time to reclaim your Lion’s roots! 
 

Jeff 
 
Jeff Hillis 
First Vice District Governor 
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Old man winter has 
finally arrived with a 
very cold and snow 
weather pattern.  We 
have not had weather 
like this for a number 
of years. This weather 
reminds me of the 
1978 Blizzard, the drifting snow of 1962  
and 1949 or 1950. The 1949 or 1950 
snow extended school for a number of 
days. I never went to school for fifteen 
days in March of that year. 
 
The weather this year has caused me to 
reschedule some visitations. I still have 
days open that will allow rescheduling. 
Clubs have notified me in advance of can-
celled meetings. I thank them for letting 
me know so I have not made drives to 
clubs that cancelled meetings. 
 
Convention time will be here soon and 
that means I will be at some district con-
vention almost every weekend in March 
and April. I am looking forward to our 
District !3-B convention the last weekend 
in March. Our guest will be International 
Director Judy Hankom of Iowa. Registra-
tion forms can be printed fro from the 
new web site: ohiolions13b.org 
 
The redistricting of Ohio into seven dis-
tricts has been proposed by PID Jerry 
Smith and will be voted on at the District 
13-B Convention. 13B will be not be 
changed in the counties it serves. All other 
districts were redrawn to make each dis-
trict have a membership between 1,754 
and 1,931. This was determined by divid-
ing the total membership of Ohio’s 12,832 
Lions as of June 30, 2013 by 7. This would 
mean each district should have 1,833 
members if each district was balanced. 
This could not be done by using the guide 
lines of not splitting up a county. What has 
been proposed is the best balance by 
county that PID Jerry Smith could devise. 
 
Francis O. Hensel 
Governor 13B 

 
FEBRUARY 
4 Castalia 
6 Lucas 
8 State Committee mtg. 3 COG mtg   

   and Governor Elect Training 
9 Governor Elect Training and CST 

training 
11 Loudonville 
12 Mini Cabinet Meeting 
19 Third Cabinet Meeting 
24   Perrysville 
25 Polk 
27 Bellville 
28 District 13 K Convention 
 

MARCH 
 
1-2   District 13 K Convention 
3   Clyde 
5   Jeromesville 
6   Nevada 
7-9   District 13 A Convention 
11   Norwalk 
14-15 District 13 F Convention 
17   Bellevue  
20   Hayesville 
21-23 District 13 D Convention 
25   Rowsburg 
28-30 District 13 B Convention   
 
Please contact Francis Hensel to resched-
ule my visitation if there is a conflict.  
Thanks, 

 

Please see article on  page 1 
 

 

 
I wish to thank all the 
Lions and friends that 
sent cards and kept us 
in their prayers during 
this difcult time of the 
passing of my father, 
Ed Doup.  It was a 
blessing that God finally took him to be 
with him.  Again thank you. My Lions fam-
i l y  a r e  t h e  v e r y  b e s t . 
 
2ndVDG Carolyn and Bill  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd VDG Carolyn 

DG Francis  

1st VDG Jeff  

 

Keep
 in M

ind 

97th Convention 
Toronto, Canada 
July 4-8, 2014 

 
99th Convention 
Fukuoka, Japan 
June 24-28, 2016 

98th Convention 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
June 26-30, 2015 

 
100th Convention 
Chicago, Illinois 
June 30-July4 

37th Forum 
Overland Park, 
Kansas 

September 19-21, 
2013 
 

39th Forum 
Grand Rapids, MI 
September 17-19, 

2015 

38th Forum 
San Juan, Puerto 

Rico 
September 11-13, 

2014 
 

40th Forum 
Omaha, Nebraska 

District 13 B 
Convention 
Holiday Inn 
Westlake, OH 

March 28-30, 2014 

District 13 B 
Leadership School 
Trinity Lutheran 
Church 
May 3, 2014 
Ashland, OH 

Future International  
Conventions 
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Our District's Newest Leo Club   

The Hillsdale High School Leo Club was officially chartered on January 18th, 2014. Sponsored by the Jeromesville, Mifflin, 

and Hayesville Lions Clubs; our newest Leo Club has already completed several projects.  They are a great addition to 

District 13B.  (Photo by Jodi Long) 

 

Members of Hillsdale LEO club collected 855 stuffed animals during home athletic events in December and  delivered 

them to Akron Children’s Hospital on January 5th . Fifteen members of the Hillsdale LEO  Club also took a tour of the hos-

pital. 

 

 On behalf of International President Barry Palmer, I am pleased 
to share with you that Lions Clubs International's Board of Di-
rectors has approved a special pilot program to waive the char-
ter or entrance fee for U.S. Veterans of all ages.   
  
The Involve a U.S. Veteran program is being offered only in 
the United States. The program waives the charter or entrance 
fee for any qualifying veteran who joins a new or existing Lions 
club between July 1st, 2013 and June 30th, 2015. 
  
Eligible veterans include retired U.S. military personnel or hon-
orably-discharged members of the Air Force, Army, Coast 
Guard Services, Marines, National Guard, Navy or Re-
serves.  Those currently serving in the National Guard or Re-

serves are also eligible.  Lions Clubs International will provide 
an entrance fee waiver of $25 ($30 for charter members) to the 
first 5,000 qualified U.S. veterans that join a local Lions club. 
  
Veterans have made so many great contributions and sacrificed 
so much to serve our country.  As service members are hon-
orably discharged from the military, let's offer them an opportu-
nity to get involved in their communities. 
  

  
Search for LCI Veteran Program to learn more about this special 
program.  You'll find a program fact sheet, promotional flyer, certi-
fication form and a sample press release you can use to promote 

this program in your community's news outlets. 
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Check out the new District 13B website at  
http://ohiolions13b.org 

 
Lion Dan Smith, Webmaster, liondansmith@yahoo.com or liondansmith4805@gmail.com 
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“Into the Light” 
 
My Fellow Lions, 

 
Eye Research is my passion. For over 26 years I have been in-
volved in the “eye research arena”, mostly through the Ohio 
Lions Eye Research Foundation (OLERF) and the Central Ohio 
Lions Eye Bank (COLEB). Over the last half century I have seen 
and experienced the innovative, hard, result-driven work of doc-
tors and researchers that we as Lions have supported. Yes, we 
truly followed Helen Keller’s call to be the “Knights of the 
Blind”.  

 
A few weeks ago Barbara and I received an invitation to witness 
the kick-off of The Ohio State University Department of Oph-
thalmology’s global “Into the Light Project”. With many re-
search doctors, eye research fellows and medical students in 
attendance we met and learned of Doctors Geoffrey Tabin and 
Sanduk Ruit, who have done incredible sight saving work in many 
third-world counties such as Nepal, Ethiopia, Rhowanda, and 
many more. 

 
Dr. Tabin said that over 40 million people in those counties are 
blind, mostly due to cataract; however, 31 million may be saved 
by surgery. Dr. Tabin, the “black sheep” of Harvard Medical 
School in the 1980s, a mountain climber who conquered Mount 
Everest, first-hand learned of the need to restore sight in such 
poor, underdeveloped counties, and the need of focusing on 
improving lives of people in areas that we often have forgotten. 

 
So, why did Dr. Tabin came to The Ohio State University on 
December 5, 2013?  

 
As of late all applicants for acceptance into the OSU School of 
Medicine have asked for opportunities of outreach… OSU, fol-
lowing “the call”, will provide for ophthalmology resident doc-
tors as well as medical students the opportunity, as part of their 
experience, to work in third-world countries. The “Into the 
Light Project” was introduced that evening of December 5th. Dr. 
Geoffrey Tabin came to challenge, he penetrated our hearts, he 
called for action! He humbled everyone who listened to him. He 
is a true pioneer who worked under dismal conditions. 

 
Lions, I thought I should share this story. 

 
Lion Norbert Peiker 

OLERF Trustee Emeritus 

Member of Ashland Evening Lions Club 

 

THIS MESSAGE IS BEING FORWARDED BY 

THE DISTRICT NEWSLETTER EDITOR FOR 

YOUR DISTRICT GOVERNOR 

 

As District Governor I receive many reports. Lions 

Clubs International (LCI) has sent me a report that 

shows only 34 clubs  with eligible voting rights at the 

District Convention. This means that 21 clubs have 

not paid their dues or owe outstanding balances as of 

2/1/2014. I know some checks may have been issued 

but not received yet. I urge all club presidents and 

secretaries make sure treasurers have paid dues pay-

ments and other outstanding balances to LCI so their 

club can vote. 

 

Lion Francis Hensel District Governor 13-B  

 

Voting Eligible at the District  
Convention 

Lorain Lion Richard A. Meck 1941-2014  

Lorain Lions mourn the passing of our 

brother Lion Richard A. Meck, 72, on Friday, 

January 24, 2014 at the Cleveland Clinic in 

Cleveland. Dick joined the Lorain Lions Club 

in April, 1999, and his sponsor was the late 

Owen (Al) Parsons. Both were retired 

teachers of Lorain City Schools. A life-long 

Lorain resident, Dick was born July 29, 

1941. He graduated from St. Mary's School 

and later from Kent State University. He 

married Dianne (nee: Hemminger) on Au-

gust 29, 1964. Richard was a teacher for 35 

years. He also was an active member of St. Peter's Church in 

Lorain, St. Vincent de Paul Society, Holy Name Society, Lorain 

County Deanery Association and Lorain Education Association 

of Retired Teachers.  During his nearly 15 years as a Lorain 

Lion, he served several terms on the board of directors and as 

Tail Twister. He also served as an assistant secretary and co-

Growl Editor. About 25 Lorain Lions honored him at a memo-

rial service at the funeral home on Jan. 26 conducted by Lion 

Bruce Meadows. Lion Dick will be honored at the necrology 

service on Sunday, March 30, on the final day of the District 

13B Convention in Westlake. Rest in Peace Lion Dick. 
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PROCLAMATION 

TO THE LIONS OF DISTRICT 13B 

IT IS HEREBY PROCLAIMED THE CANDIDACY OF LION STEVEN COCHIE OF THE TIFFIN LIONS FOR THE 

POSITION OF 2
ND

 VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR FOR THE LION YEAR 2014-2015.                    

WHEREAS: LION STEVE HAS SERVED AS A LION IN GOOD STANDING FOR OVER 16 YEARS 

WHEREAS: LION STEVE HAS SERVED AS PRESIDENT FOR THE SATELLITE BEACH LIONS CLUB, 

DISTRICT 35D, FLORIDA 

WHEREAS: LION STEVE HAS SERVED AS ZONE 2 CHAIR FOR DISTRICT 35D, FLORIDA 

WHEREAS: LION STEVE  HAS SERVED AS DISTRICT 35D FLORIDA GUIDE DOG CHAIR AND EYEGLASS 

CHAIR 

WHEREAS: LION STEVE HAS SERVED AS PRESIDENT OF THE TIFFIN LIONS OF DISTRICT 13B 

WHEREAS: LION STEVE CURRENTLY SERVES AS THE ZONE 2 ASSISTANT CHAIR 

WHEREAS: LION STEVE IS A PROGRESSIVE MELVIN JONES RECIPIENT 

WHEREAS: LION STEVE HAS SERVED AS CHAIR OF MANY CLUB PROJECTS AND FUNDRAISERS 

WHEREAS: LION STEVE SERVES AS THE DISTRICT 13B CHAIR FOR THE ALL OHIO STATE BAND 

WHEREAS: LION STEVE HAS SERVED HIS COUNTRY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 

WHEREAS: LION STEVE HAS COMPLETED THE LION’S LEADERSHIP INSTITUTION HELD IN OHIO 

WHEREAS: LION STEVE HAS ATTENDED DISTRICT CABINET, CONVENTIONS, AND RETREAT MEETINGS 

WHEREAS: LION STEVE HAS THE FULL SUPPORT OF THE TIFFIN LIONS CLUB 

THIS PROCLAMATION IS PRESENTED TO THE LIONS OF DISTRICT 13B FOR THE CANDIDACY OF LION 

STEVE COCHIE FOR 2
ND

 VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR, 2014-2015. 

RESPECTFULLY, 

THE TIFFIN LION CLUB 
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TIFFIN LIONS CLUB 85TH ANNIVERSARY 

CHARTER NIGHT 
 

WHERE: TIFFIN MOOSE LODGE 846 

1146 N. STATE ROUTE 53, TIFFIN 

 

WHEN: FEBRUARY 24, 2014 

 

SOCIAL: 6:00PM 

 

DINNER: 7:00PM 

 

SPECIAL PROGRAM: PICTORAL HISTORY OF TIFFIN LIONS 

 

MENU: PRIME RIB or CHICKEN CORDON BLEU BUFFET , SALAD, DESSERTS 

COST: $15.00 

 

PLEASE RSVP BY 19 FEBRUARY 

 

CONTACT: LION STEVE COCHIE 

 

567-207-6419 OR EMAIL: scloghome@gmail.com 
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Past, Present and Future 

Ashland Noon 
 

The past month saw us finishing up collec-
tion of funds from our rose sale, with 
regular business and speakers at our 
weekly meetings. We also inducted two 
new members.  
 
Preparations are underway for the annual 
mission to the Dominican Republic in Feb-
ruary by some of our local ophthalmolo-
gists, including our own Lion Mohinder 
Gupta. They will be performing free eye 
exams, doing surgeries for cataracts and 
other eye problems, and fitting used 
glasses to those in need. Their volunteer 
trip is funded in large by the  Lions, includ-
ing our own club. 
 
At least two other members of our club 
will be accompanying them as support to 
help set up and move the temporary clin-
ics, and guide and schedule patients each 
day. Many patients walk long distances to 
take advantage of the free, life changing aid 
offered by the Lions. 

 

Bascom 
 

While we were finalizing  a program for 
the January 7 meeting, Mother Nature 
made an unwelcome appearance  an-
nouncing, “I have a cool subject for your 
Lion’s meeting, I do not have a meteorolo-
gist available to give you in details of what 
the Polar Vortex does.  So, without a me-
teorologist to listen to, Lion President 
Bob and his calling committee cancelled 
the club meeting. 
 
Sixteen Lions, including three long-time 
members (total of 117 years of service) 
did not let the weather deter them from 
the January 21 meeting. It was inspiring to 
see Al Crandall (24years), Len Watson (51 
years), and Ray Valentine (42 years) brave 
the weather to join us. 
 Seneca County Sheriff Bill Eckelberry-
joined by his wife, shared an interesting 
video presentation of the past and present 
history of the Seneca County Sheriff’s De-
partment including its related depart-
ments. 

Bellville 
We made two referrals to Lenscrafters 

for eye exams and glasses. 
   
We approved student scholarship of $100 
to Emily Ebert to attend Downunder 
Sports in Australia this summer.  She will 
be our speaker at this week’s meeting.    
 
We also gave a $100 scholarship to Joey 
Pocs who is going to Cambodia, Laos and 
Thailand as an intern with a photo journal-
ist. He attends University of Columbia in 
Chicago and is a Clear Fork High School 
graduate. 
 
We have another new member coming 
into our club.  Sheree Crawford  is em-
ployed at Lenscrafters.  She works with all 
the Lions Clubs in Richland County. Lion 
Carolyn sponsored Lion Sheree. 
 
We discussed the Bowling Tournament on 
February 16.  We hope to get at least two 
teams from our club as the entries come 
in slowly from the district. We need to 
get door prizes for the tournament. Three 
people will be needed to checking teams 
in, sell 50/50 tickets and door prizes. 
 

Castalia 
 

Castalia Lions have been unable to re-
move the sign (letters) from the Duck 
Pond due to heavy snow and extreme 
temperatures. 
 
The following Lions were recognized for 
their long years of service to our club; 
Don Coburn 45 year., Gene VanOrsdall 
45 years, and Joe Bias Jr. 15 years. 
 
The Club approved the purchase of a new 
refrigerator for our kitchen, Lion Tim will 
handle the acquisition. 

 

Fostoria 
 

The January 2nd meeting was cancelled as a 
result of the snow and cold. 
 
The club made our annual contributions 
to the various state and district commit-
tees and LCIF. 
In spite of the snow on January 12th, a 
small group got together and approved 
two sight cases.  One  was a sixteen year 
old, the other a thirteen year old.  Both 

received eye exams and glasses. 
 
Also attending our meeting was J.D. Per-
fopersohn, a prospective new member.  
 
He asked many questions in addition to 
our telling him what the Lions do in our 
community, state and the world.  So, 
hopefully a new member.  
 

Hayesville 
 
At the December 12th Christmas party, 
Lion Gene Yeater received a Leadership 
Award and pin for 60 years of member-
ship in the Hayesville Lions. The award is 
from Ohio Lions Research and was pre-
sented by Lion Bill Harner.  
 
Lion Don Ritchie presented an award to 
Richard Forbes for 25 years of member-
ship. Ten year chevrons were presented 
to Lions Darlene and Kenny Schuck. He 
also received a pin for sponsoring two 
new members. 
 
Donations were collected for the food 
bank.  Thank you cards from fruit basket 
recipients were read. Money collected is 
to buy stuffed animals for the Hillsdale 
Leos club. They will be taken to Akron 
Children’s Hospital. 
 
A joint new member information night will 
be held at 7 p.m.  January 11 at the Lou-
donville Lions   building.  The event will 
include the Hayesville, Jeromesville, Mifflin, 
Loudonville , Perrysville and Rowsburg 
clubs. 
 
Nancy Earick of the Solid Waste Manage-
ment presented the program at the Janu-
ary 16th meeting.  Solid Waste Manage-
ment started as Earth Day and became 
more visible with a grant designed to 
teach conservation and recycling ideas. 
 
Hayesville Lions Follies theme this year is 
“Live from Hayesville.” Show dates are 
April 4, 5 & 6. Show times are 7:30 on 
Friday and Saturday and Sunday time is 
2:30 at Hillsdale High School. 
 
Ticket prices are $5.00 pre sale and $6.00 
at the door. Student price is $2.00 for 
ages 6 to 12. Children under 6 are free. 
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Past, Present and Future 

 Hayesville continued 
 

Other upcoming events are  
• Zone 7 and 8 social, February 15 

at 7:00 p.m. at Park Street Breth-
ren Church in Ashland 

• 65th Charter Anniversary night is 
February 20 at 6:30 at Hayesville 
United Methodist Church 

• Chili supper and Euchre tourna-
ment on March 15th at Hayesville 
United Methodist Church 

 

Mohawk Lioness 
 

At our December 5th  board meeting, 
plans for the library dedication were dis-
cussed.  We planned for 100 people to 
attend.  We heard later that the dedica-
tion went very well with standing room 
only and more than 100 attended.  There 
was plenty of goodies to go around and all 
enjoyed the refreshments Our thanks to 
all who helped with this dedication  
 
The club voted to donate one of our cof-
fee urns for the library addition. 
  
Poinsettias were delivered to six area 
businesses in appreciation of their support 
for our club and our projects.  Look for 
them at the Post Office, Library, Sycamore 
Telephone  Company, First National Bank, 
Fillmore Pharmacy and H & G IGA. 
   
Darcy reported that there were nine peo-
ple who needed help with utility bills this 
year.  The club voted to pay on each ac-
count.   
 
Linda Warren reported that Mohawk has 
requested our aid with Christmas for 
three families.  The club voted to help 
them.  Darcy will deliver gift cards and 
certificates to the school to be given to 
the families.   
 
The club also voted to make a donation to 
Fillmore Pharmacy, as we have done in the 
past. 
  
The club  discussed the purchase a Melvin 
Jones Fellowship, possibly awarding it  to 
one of our charter members.     
 

Next projects are the Valentine Fruit Bas-
kets at our February 6th  board meeting.  
We are also looking forward to the Se-
neca School of Opportunity on March 15th  
and Spring Donuts at the Fire House on 
March 29th . 
 

Old Fort 
 
Old Fort Lions board of directors re-
cently: 
• paid International semi-annual dues 

and District 13B semi-annual dues 

• donation of $250 for half of a Buck-
eye Girls State fee. 

  
IPP Carl Miller and the directors will be 
working on the slate of officers for 2014-
2015. 
 

Plymouth 
 

Plymouth Lions were pleased to have 
Governor Francis and Lion Leon Dillon at 
their January 8th meeting.  Governor Fran-
cis encouraged us to take part in the read-
ing appreciation program and to seek new 
members for our Club. 
 
The Club recognized the Students of the 
Month for November, December and 
January at their January 22nd dinner meet-
ing.  
 
High School Principal Mahon introduced 
students Luke Houser, Jon Zhang, Andie 
Daron, Amy Grube and Kristen Schneider 
and highlighted their involvement in 
school and community activities, as well as 

their future plans.  
Members hosted a blood drive and at-
tended Madison Lions fundraising dance.  
 

Donations were made to Project LifeSaver 
and the Plymouth Library for children's 
books. 

Sycamore 
 

Everyone had a good time at the Christ-
mas party.  United in Harmony sang 
Christmas songs that put us in the spirit of 
Christmas.  
 
After a delicious meal, four  lucky people 
went home with poinsettias ). Thank you 
Jean and Juanita for the lovely table deco-
rations.   
 
During the absence of Terry and Eddie 
Doss who have  escaped to Florida, Jean 
Walton will take reservations for the meal 
meetings.  
 

Vermilion 
 

Our 2014 New Year began with the can-
cellation of our first meeting due to the 
weather conditions.   
 
Dale Grygier was  presented a Melvin 
Jones award by our PDV JJ Jeavons at our 
Christmas dinner in December. What an 
honor for him! 
 
Our January Student of the Month was 
Madison Finn from Vermilion High School 
She and her parents were presented cer-
tificates by our President Fred Lunn. 
 
The topic of our program at the meeting 
was Land Conservancy. A presentation by 
Andy McDowell informed us as to this 
project. 
 
We, and the Leos  assisted the residents 
of Kingston and Mill Manor Nurs-
ing  Homes with their bingo this month. 
 
Our guests at our second meeting was 
2ndVice District Governor Caro-
lyn  Brook and her husband Bill.  She men-
tioned our District 13B Convention com-
ing up.  The dates are March 28-30 at the 
Westlake Holiday Inn.  Forms are in our 
January District Newsletter. 
 
She also talked about Preschool Vision 
Screening. She believes it is great to get a 
heads up on our little ones with eye prob-
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Vermilion continued 
 

area Lions clubs are working in conjunc-
tion with the Sheriff departments on this 
project.   
 
Our annual Reverse Raffle will be held on 
Saturday, March 22, at Germans Villa in 
Vermilion.  You have a chance to win 
$1500 plus two steak dinners, open bar, 
and dancing. The music will be by The 
Beat DJ, our own Lion John Showalter. All 
this for $75 per couple.  Anyone wishing 
to purchase tickets please see or call a 
Vermilon Lion member.   
 
Our Red Cross Blood Drives will be held 
on Monday, March 31 and Monday, Sep-
tember 22 at the Ritter Library.   
 
In the spring we will be begin  caring for 
our adopted Friendship Park.   
 
With the arctic blast that we have had this 
month, let's  hope that the rest of this 
winter is not so brutal.  Have a warm and 
safe month! 
 

 

Castalia 
 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.... The January 
meeting was light on attendance with our 
friends fleeing to Florida after the holidays. 
We had a full agenda making plans and 
implementing them for our winter event. 
 
 The Castalia Lions Club Student of the 
Month for January was Logan Bauer and 
for February, Austin Spicer. 
 
The Castalia Lions Reverse Raffle was held 
January 25th at the UAW Hall. It was 
slightly smaller in attendance than last 
year, but with weather conditions being so 
extreme we were happy with the turn 
out. The people attending were very gen-
erous and everyone enjoyed the small 
environment and the pace (complete by 
8:40 p.m.) of the raffle. Plus you could 
hear what was going on. The Pre-sale 
50/50 Raffle Tickets were a great success  

 
and the Ticket No. 13 Raffle showed a 
good profit (200 tickets sold).  
 
The grand prize was shared by the last 
two tickets in the drum. Great Job Raf-
fle Team 
 
Remember the Valentine Meeting at the 
Cold Creek Café February 18 with a so-
cial hour at 6:00 p.m. and dinner to follow 
at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Lorain 
 
Leslie Stephens, Regional 
Manager of the Puppy Pro-
gram for Guiding Eyes for 
the Blind, with one of her 
guiding companions, spoke 
at our January 16 lunch 
meeting about the program 
and how dogs are bred, prepared, and 
trained to serve the blind and persons 
with special needs.  
   

 Sarah Orlando of the 
Ohio Sea Grant Pro-
gram spoke at our Janu-
ary 23 meeting and 
gave Lions the latest 
news on Asian carp and 

algal blooms that are threatening Lake Erie 
and the Great Lakes. 
 
Elyria Municipal 
Court Judge Gary 
Bennett, left, with 
B a i l i f f  L a r r y 
Reardon, right. At 
our January 9 eve-
ning meeting, Judge Bennett gave a very 
informative explanation of the court and a 
personal insight into the work of a munici-
pal judge. 

 
                  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Zones 7 and 8 
 

Attention Zone 7 & 8 Lions! 
It's that time of year again!   
 
WHO:    Lions of Zone 7 & Zone 8, Dis-
trict 13B 
 
WHAT:   District 13B Lions Zone 7 & 8 
Social        Includes dinner, musical enter-
tainment, door prizes and FUN! 
 
WHEN:  Saturday, February 15, 2014, 
6:30-9:30(?)p.m. 
 
 
WHERE: Park Street Brethren Church, 
619 Park St., Ashland, OH 
 
DETAILS to be emailed in Mid-January, 
2014, to Zone Chairs & Club Presidents 
of Zones 7 & 8. 
 
WE SERVE! 
 

Zone 2 Advisory Meeting 
 

The Zone 2 Advisory Meeting will be held 
Wednesday, March 12, 2014 at the Attica 
Fairgrounds, Entertainment Building, 
15127 E. TR 12, Attica, OH.  The meeting 
will be hosted by the Attica Lions Club. 
 
Meeting will start at 6:45 p.m. with the 
opening ceremony.   Meeting will then 
adjourn briefly for dinner.  Pork Chop 
dinners are $10.00 per person and you 
are responsible for all reservations made. 
 
Reservation need to be turned in Monday,  
March 3, 2014 to ZC Cindy Beat, beat-
farms@Yahoo.com or 419-947-7543. 
 
All those needing time to speak please 
advise.   
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Past, Present and Future 

In The Nick Of Time !  

Zone News 
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On behalf of International President Barry Palmer, I am pleased 
to share with you that Lions Clubs International's Board of Di-
rectors has approved a special pilot program to waive the char-
ter or entrance fee for U.S. Veterans of all ages.   
  
The Involve a U.S. Veteran program is being offered only in 
the United States. The program waives the charter or entrance 
fee for any qualifying veteran who joins a new or existing Lions 
club between July 1st, 2013 and June 30th, 2015. 
  
Eligible veterans include retired U.S. military personnel or hon-
orably-discharged members of the Air Force, Army, Coast 
Guard Services, Marines, National Guard, Navy or Re-
serves.  Those currently serving in the National Guard or Re-

serves are also eligible.  Lions Clubs International will provide 
an entrance fee waiver of $25 ($30 for charter members) to the 
first 5,000 qualified U.S. veterans that join a local Lions club. 
  
Veterans have made so many great contributions and sacrificed 
so much to serve our country.  As service members are hon-
orably discharged from the military, let's offer them an opportu-
nity to get involved in their communities. 
  

  
Search for LCI Veteran Program to learn more about this special 
program.  You'll find a program fact sheet, promotional flyer, certi-
fication form and a sample press release you can use to promote 

this program in your community's news outlets. 
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November 26, 2013 
 
Dear DGs All, 
 
I have finally completed my visitations regarding the proposed redistricting plan for MD13.  I want to thank 
each of you for your willingness to meet with me with a gracious attitude in regard to a very difficult subject to 
discuss.  Your open-mindedness was greatly appreciated.  The final plan is attached.  Some of you may note 
that there have been some slight changes from the one I presented to you when I visited.  However, I don’t 
believe there have been any changes that the affected districts did not approve. 
 
During my visits, every district recognized the need for redistricting.  However, in some cases the district did-
n’t necessarily like where the boundaries were drawn.  In some cases we were able to adjust those bounda-
ries and in others we were not. Some of the adjustments were made to reduce travel in certain districts.   At 
any rate, I believe we have a plan that can be promoted in every district.  I am asking your team to support 
this in your district at your district convention and the multiple district convention in May.   A copy of the pro-
posal is attached for your inspection. 
 
I am working with the Constitution and By-Laws Committee in this regard so let me again review the process: 

We will ask every district to vote on approval of this proposal at their 2014 district convention.  The 
language for that proposal is attached. 

LCI will only recognize the votes of those districts that have 1250 members and 35 Clubs and are 
changing their boundaries.  We want all districts to be a part of this vote. 

A majority “No” vote in any LCI recognized district will defeat the plan for the entire multiple district.  
The district vote is not a change of the district’s constitution so it only requires a majority vote. 
The issue will be voted upon at the MD13 Convention in May.  Since it is a change of the MD13 Con-

stitution it will require a 2/3 majority for approval. 
At the MD13 Convention all registered delegates from all districts in Ohio are eligible to vote. 
The effective date for implementation of this plan will be 7-1-2016 so that all current officers can com-

plete their term as district governor. 
It is highly recommended that the 2014-15 2nd VDG in each district be elected at the caucus at the 

2014 multiple district convention. 
  
I would suggest that promotion of this plan be started immediately.  I would suggest a meeting with the PDG 
association in each district to distribute and explain the plan.  In some cases it may be wise to have a special 
Cabinet meeting for your Lions. 
 
There will be a request for the COG to approve placing this issue on the ballot at the state convention at the 
Feb. COG meeting. 
 
Please remember this is not a solution to our membership issues.   This is an administrative change to 

put all districts on a level playing field as we maintain and grow our membership.  We are having a great year, 
so far, and I expect that to continue in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

PID Jerry Smith 
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      13 B Supporters       

 

Dan Stone-Cabinet Treasurer 

Dave Omlor, past Zone 2 Chair, Old Fort Lions 

Doug and Linda Reynolds 

Carol Shaffer, 13 B Speech and Hearing  

                  Committee CoChair 


